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restoration

My parents, 
family and friends think 
I am crazy… maybe 
so, but I am sure that 
you, the reader, will 
understand .

As some of you 
know, I just finished 
a complete frame off 
restoration of my 1973 
TR6 . I am very happy 
with the end result and 
have put approximately 
2500 miles on it, since 
it was completed at the 
beginning of September 
2008 . 

I really and truly 
loved working on the 6 
over the 14 months that 
it took me to complete . 
Believe it or not, I even 
enjoyed the labourious 
task of scraping off 
every square inch of 
undercoating, with a 
heat gun and paint scraper . There 
were challenges to overcome (the 
windscreen removal comes to mind 
immediately!) and my patience was 
tested on a number of occasions, 
but I always said that if I had the 
chance to do it again, I would do it 
in a heartbeat .

When it comes to Triumphs, my 

second love has always been the 
“side screen” cars . I love the lines 
and those low-slung doors of the 
TR2/3s . There were some great 
examples on display at British Car 
Day and I started to think about the 
possibility of buying one to restore .

I had been looking at one in 
particular, a 1960 TR3A, that had 

been listed on the TTC website . 
The same person had owned it for 
40 years . It wasn’t running, but 
it still piqued my interest and I 
decided to go take a look . The car 
had been sitting for a few years, 
having been moved from Colorado 
to Ontario in 2003 . It has had an 
interesting life and spent most of 
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the latter years, prior to 2003, as 
a Vintage Racer . It was in pretty 
good shape and looked to be a great 
candidate for a full restoration . 
I bought it that same day and 

returned to pick it up with a trailer, 
the following weekend .

I returned home that afternoon 
and placed it in the garage next 
to my TR6 . I sat in it for about an 
hour that evening with one arm on 
the door capping and one on the 
wheel… what a fantastic feeling!

As chance would have it, that 
same evening, while checking the 
TTC website again, I discovered 
that Robin and Ria Searle were 
selling their 1960 TR3A to a good 
home…I emailed Robin that night 
and two days later, I had bought 
Nellie (his 3A) to aid me in the 
restoration of my prior purchase . I 
had one problem . How do you fit 
three Triumphs into one double 
garage? I think it could be done 
if you pushed them in and never 
wanted to get them out again, 

By david tushinghaM

Barely home for 5 minutes and the 
wheels are off! 

David doesn’t hang about with his 
restorations, he did the full frame-
off resto on his TR6 in just over 
12 months... perhaps he could be 
persuaded to write the full story in 
Ragtop? — ed

On the trailer and stopping for gas 
already, ‘Casper’ heads to his new 
home.

much less work on them! The 
TR6 would have to find some 
winter storage . Fortunately, the 
U Haul storage facility had some 
room and I moved my 6 there for 
the winter months .

I have started working on 
“Nellie” and parts of her will be 
used to bring TS69891LO back to 
her former glory .

I will report back on my progress 
in the next edition of ragtop .
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Imagine this, smoked salmon and 
gasoline . Such, is my life .  

Being a chef can be very 
rewarding . If you’re in the right 
kitchen, a pleasant afternoon can 
be spent sampling and playing 
with smoked salmon, caviar, 
lobster and fois gras, among other 
things . An evening in the garage 
tinkering can be just as rewarding, 
although tonight as I write, I smell 
of gasoline along with a slight 
undertone of smoked salmon, 
having just drained six year old 
sludge out of the rusty fuel tank on 
TS 69891LO .  

No, I do not recommend this 
combination!

In my last report, I had begun 
working on carefully dismantling 
“Nellie” my parts car, while TS 
69 awaited her turn . Not only has 
Nellie yielded some very good 
parts for use in my restoration, 

she has also led me gently into the 
learning curve of the TR3 world . I 
am finding myself very comfortable 
so far, as there are quite a few 
similarities between the threes and 
my now very familiar TR6 . Just 
when I am feeling comfortable, it 
comes time for me to dismantle 
Nellie’s steering and I am back at 
the bottom of the learning curve .

Although sad on many levels, 
Robin’s car has now been fully 
disassembled and her parts have 
been carefully labeled and tucked 
away for a few months . Plans may 
change, but right now I anticipate 
on using the following items from 
Nellie . The full black leather 
interior, dash, gauges and cappings 
will be utilized . The windscreen 
frame, the rear axle and differential, 
brake calipers, gas tank, battery, 
windscreen washer, heater, hood 
stick frame and “foul weather” 

equipment . The engine block and 
transmission will be kept as spares, 
in case there is a need in the 
future .

OK then, onwards to TS 
69891LO . From now on, I will call 
her “Lillie” . She will be white when 
she is done (like the flower) and the 
memory of Nellie will live on with 
the parts she has donated towards 
her restoration . A fitting name and 
tribute I think .

In part one of my story, I gave 
you a quick introduction to “Lillie” 
(nee “Casper” – Ed) and mentioned 
that she spent the later part of her 
life as a Vintage Racer . I wanted to 
know more about her early years, so 
I sent away for her factory record 
from the British Motor Industry 
Heritage Trust .  

She left the factory on the 
March 16th 1960, resplendent 
in British racing green with a red 
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leather interior and black soft-top . 
Curiously, she was shipped from 
the Victoria dock, Birkenhead (A 
ferry ride across the River Mersey 
from Liverpool, made famous by 
Gerry & The Pacemakers – Ed) 
direct to Kobe, Japan, of all places .  

She seemed to be well optioned 
and not only included Dunlop 
wire wheels with Michelin X 
tyres, windscreen washer, radio, 
heater and tonneau cover, but also 
competition shock absorbers and 
springs as well as a 4 .1:1 rear axle 

ratio and A-type overdrive . I guess 
the original owner had a “need for 
speed”!

I started my second TR3 
disassembly session at the 
beginning of February this year 
and began with the “easy” stuff . I 
started by removing the tail lights . . . 
as good a place to start as any right?  
It is amazing how quickly you can 
work, when you have the benefit 
of knowledge gained from doing 
the same task, only a few weeks 
prior . It is also amazing how quickly 
you can be stopped dead in your 
tracks (literally)! After finishing 
the removal of the external fixtures 
on the body, I then moved onto 
the interior . I removed the seats 
easily enough and was left with 
just the seat tracks, whereupon 
I was introduced to my first case 
of seriously rusted cage nuts on 
the underside of the car . It is 
now almost three weeks later and 
after daily doses of PB Blaster 

By DaviD tuShinghaM

and Liquid Wrench, they still 
won’t budge . To keep those nuts 
company, I have a few more of its 
stubborn brethren to deal with on 
the passenger side door hinge . Walk 
away . . . I will deal with them later . . .

The front apron, wings, bonnet 
and boot came off 
the car without 
much to tell . The 
apron does show 
some definite scars 
from it’s racing past 
and these will have 
to be dealt with in 
due course . The 
wings are in pretty 
good shape at first 
glance, but it looks 
like I will need to 
make some small 
repairs to the inner 
fender and those 

pesky cage nuts, where rust has 
eaten through and there are small 
pinholes forming .  

The interior has been totally 
stripped with the exception of 
the aforementioned seat rails and 
the newly drained fuel tank . I did 
find some serious rust issues on 
the front inner sills where they 
meet the bulkhead . These had 
been covered with a thick layer of 
fiberglass and were only discovered, 
when I removed the carpet trim 
pieces . I look at this revelation as a 
bit of a challenge and it may even 
force me to finally learn how to 
weld! Stay tuned . . . 

By the time you’re reading this, 
I hope to have the body off and 
will then start working to strip the 
chassis .

I will report back on my progress 
in the next edition of Ragtop . I 
hope that by then, I will have 
conquered my rusty nuts and hinge 
issues! ragtop

Engine bay and bulkhead stripped of items ready for liftoff!“Stablemates” Nellie during her disassembly and 
Lillie waiting her turn.

The only trace of the Original BRG 
under the scuttle/inner bulkhead.

Front and rear views, wheels,windscreen, wings, doors, bonnet and boot removed.

 The previous owner called this colour 
“Okinawa Orange” and was applied as 
“rustproofing” in 1960 when the car 
was delivered to Japan.
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Sometimes, 
you need a little 
inspiration . Such is 
the case with the restoration of my 
1960, TR3A . 

Since my last report of a few 
months ago, I am sad to say that 
not much progress has been 
made on “Lillie” . As they say 
“circumstances prevailed” and 
my TR6 ended up needing some 
attention and tuning, in order to 
get it ready for the driving season . 
Coupled with that, I have been 
busy organizing both the TTC’s 
annual ‘Spring Fling’ and ‘Canadian 
Classic’ events . These things, along 
with regular work and associated 
travel (and helping me with Rosie! 
– Ed.), have kept me out of the 
garage for far too long .

At last I left you, I was struggling 
to get a few rusted parts off the car, 
namely door hinges and seat tracks . 
After a few weeks of spraying with 
PB Blaster, Liquid Wrench and 
other concoctions, along with a 
little heat, I finally managed to get 
the door hinges off . However, try as 
I might, I was unable to budge the 
seat tracks . I finally had to resort 
to bringing out the power tools and 
ended up grinding off the heads of 
the bolts holding the tracks to the 

floor . I will have to revisit this later 
and will most likely end up cutting 
the cage nuts off the bottom of the 
floor pan and will replace them 
with newer stainless steel versions . 

As part of April’s monthly 
TTC meeting, we gathered at a 
Mississauga business called ‘Soda 
Pro’ (see Club Hub page 9 –Ed.) . 
I had been thinking for some 
time about the possibility of using 
baking soda as a media to blast 
the old paint off the car, prior to 
bodywork and painting . I took 
along the front apron of my 3 to get 
some sort of dollar estimate to have 
it stripped . As luck (and a little 
persuasion) would have it, it ended 
up being used as a demo piece at 
the meeting and we watched as 
the paint was removed from about 
a ¼ of the apron . I had taken this 
particular piece of the car in to be 
blasted, as I figured that it would 
probably be in the worst condition 
of any panel on the car, based on 
the car’s racing history . It showed a 
few scars after the paint and Bondo 
were removed, but overall, for a 
50 year old piece of metal that had 
been attached to the front of a race 
car, it looked pretty good . I was 

happy not to get any huge surprises, 
when I picked up the completely 
finished piece a few weeks later . 
I was also happy to finally see the 
holes for my lettering and badging 
revealed, as these had been 
removed from the racecar and the 
subsequent holes covered by paint 
and Bondo, for many years .

During my previous TR6 
restoration project, one of the 
things that I learned is that it is 
important to have all the correct 
parts/pieces/fasteners on-hand, to 
make the re-assembly move along 
more efficiently . To this end, I have 
begun compiling a list of parts 
required and have tried to take 
advantage of the various sales by 
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the numerous Triumph specialty 
vendors, when purchasing parts . 
I have also been trolling Kijiji, 
Craigslist and eBay for items that I 
am missing, such as a front bumper . 
During my searches, I came across 
an advertisement on the TTC 
website for some Dunlop 60 spoke 
chrome rims . I had been looking 
for some time for two replacement 
stock, painted, 60 spoke rims to 
go along with the two that I had, 
but I couldn’t pass theses chrome 
rims up . They are now sitting next 
to my aluminum radiator, on the 
floor of my living room . I find that 
they make great end tables and 
wonderful conversation pieces!

Now, back to my period of 

By DavID 
tuShIngham

“inspiration” . As mentioned 
previously, I had the opportunity 
to plan and host the TTC’s ‘Spring 
Fling’ this year in Bobcaygeon, 
Ontario . We had a great turn out 
of over 50 MGs and Triumphs, 
including three TR3As . I have 
never driven in a sidescreen car 
and, prior to buying both of my 
TR3As, I had never even sat in one! 
Having sat in one now, I now need 
to drive one!

Seeing three of them driving, 
with those classic lines and that 
wonderful exhaust note, inspired 
me to get moving on mine .

The weekend after ‘Spring Fling’ 
I was committed to spending some 
time in the garage with Lillie . The 
project had stalled previously, just 
as I was about to get the body off 
the car . I was only a few fasteners 
away, but of course it wouldn’t be 
that easy! Several of the body to 
frame bolts had rusted solid and 
no amount of coaxing was going 
to get them free . Out came the 
grinder as the temporary solution 
to the problem . I had made a quick 
trip to Home Depot and bought 
the lumber to build a bunk for the 

The soda blasting process, revealing the “racing scars”

Bunk beds - bottom bunk chassis, top bunk body

body to sit on as I worked on the 
chassis . I found four good anchor 
points on the body and hooked 
my shop crane up in order to lift 
the body . I had previously built 
some door bracing so the body 
wouldn’t fold in half during the 
lift . The body lifted evenly and 
easily off the car to reveal a chassis 
that hadn’t seen the light of day 
for many years . With the bunk in 
place on the right side of my two-
car garage, I manoeuvred the body 
over it and let it down gently . I had 
intentionally made the bunk wide 
enough to be able to accommodate 
a rolling chassis below and it all 
worked out as planned . 

I hope to begin disassembly of 
the chassis components within 
the next few weeks and am pretty 
excited to start working on a new 
phase of the project . 

The ‘Canadian Classic’ planning 
will took precedence however, 
and Lillie is now waiting patiently 
once again . The Classic once 
again provided me with enough 
inspiration to continue on with my 
project, and will for many months 
to come . ragtop

Doors braced and we have lift off! Chassis prior to teardown

Restoration of TS 69891LO, a 1960 Triumph TR3A — Part 3

“inspiration”  As mentioned body to sit on as I worked on the Before... During... After...
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It’s been awhile since I 
reported on the progress of my 
TR3A restoration . . .so long in fact, 
I had to go back and read what 
I wrote back in Part 3, Summer 
Issue 2009 . Then, we had just 
completed Spring Fling and I 
was making preparations for the 
24th Annual Canadian Classic 
at Mosport . I had successfully 
separated the chassis from the 
body and was getting ready to 
continue with the disassembly 
of the remaining components, 
in order to get down to the bare 
frame . I am happy to say that I 
have accomplished a lot since 
then .

I decided to put my TR6 into 
storage a little earlier that usual 
this year, in order to give myself 
some more space to work on the 
TR3 . It was mid October when 
I pulled the rolling chassis out 
from under the body, resting on 
the bunk above . I moved it over to 
the space left behind 
by the TR6 and put 
it up on jack stands . 
Over the next four 
week period, rear 
axle, suspension, 
brakes etc . were 
removed, followed 
by the radiator, front 
suspension, steering 
and brakes . The last things 
removed from the frame were the 
engine and exhaust . It is always 
nice to make it to a point where 
you cannot physically remove any 
more parts from the car!

Now the hard work began . I 

had decided earlier 
in the build that 
I would try to 
complete it on a 
more ‘cost effective’ 
budget, than I had 
done with my TR6 . 
I thought about 
taking the frame to 
be media blasted to 
save myself some 
work and effort, but 
realized that it was 
going against my low 
budget philosophy . 
Out came the 
grinder, sanders, 
wire brushes etc . and for the next 
couple of weeks, for a few hours 
each night and many more hours 
on weekends, the frame was 
stripped of all grime, paint, rust 
and remnants of undercoating . I 
had purchased Eastwood Chassis 
Black to paint the frame, but 
in the end, decided to go with 

POR15 based on the 
good experience I 
had using it on the 
frame of my TR6 . 
I was happy with 
my decision, as the 
POR15 and POR15 
Chassis Black looks 
good and should 

keep the frame in 
good shape for at least another 50 
years or so .

After the frame was completed, 
I started to move on to the 
rebuilding phase by cleaning, 
sandblasting, replacing or 
refurbishing all of the parts 

removed from the chassis . As 
you may remember, I have Robin 
Searle’s car as a parts car and 
I selected the best parts from 
either car to work with . I decided 
that I would use the Eastwood 
Chassis Black to paint the smaller 
components . The only drawback 
to the Eastwood product is the 
long drying time . Each coat 
requires 24 hours . . .each part 
receiving 2 coats of primer and 

3 of topcoat . For this reason, I 
decided to do all the cleaning and 
sandblasting in one shot, prior to 
painting, so I could have them 
hanging and drying in the garage 
for 5 days undisturbed by dust . 

The turning point in any 
restoration is when you actually 
start putting parts back on the 
car . It is a very good feeling .  

After disassembling both for 
inspection, I decided to keep 
the stock 4 .1:1 differential 
in the car . Robin’s will be 
kept as a spare and will quite 
possibly make it into the 
car next year, if I find the 
higher gear ratio a problem . 
The rear springs were fitted 
with an up-rated rear axle 
locating kit with bronze 
bushings and Delrin washers . 
I ended up swapping out the 
10-inch rear brakes (non-

correct based on the #) with 
the 9-inch set up from Robin’s 
car . I finished by installing the 
refurbished lever shocks with 
new drop links, complete with 
an aftermarket Addco rear sway 
bar . Before moving on to the front 
suspension, I overhauled the 
parking brake and installed the 
cabling through the chassis and to 
each rear wheel . I must say that I 
like the parking brake set up and 
the clever engineering . It seems 
to work quite well!

I had been eagerly looking 
forward to my annual two week 
Christmas vacation, as I had 
planned on spending quite a bit 
of time working on the car . It is 
amazing how much work you can 
get done in an uninterrupted 12 
hour day . I ran into one small 
glitch that slowed me down on 
my front suspension re-assembly . 

When disassembling the car, I 
realized that I had a stuck bearing 
race on the passenger side stub 
axle . Try as I might, I could not 
get the race off the stub axle . 
I resorted to trying to cut it off 
with my Dremel tool, without 
destroying the stub axle . After 
and hour of cutting and grinding, 

it still would not budge so I was 
forced to clean and paint one of 
the spare vertical links from the 
parts bin . The rest of the front 
suspension and brake rebuild 
went off without a hitch, although 
I opted to use the stock shocks 
from Robin’s car verses the Koni 
adjustables that came on the race 
car, after I realized that one of 
the Konis was missing the top 
adjustment collar . 

One upgrade I did decide to 
do was a rack and pinion steering 
conversion . In order to fund this 
purchase, I ended up selling the 
set of 60 spoke chrome rims, 
I had purchased earlier in the 
year . Although I absolutely love 
the look of spoked rims on a 
sidescreen car, I didn’t think 
that they would be right for the 
‘vintage racer’ look I am going 
for . I have a set of stock rims 

and a set of alloy rims 
that came with the 
car, which have been 
growing on me . It was 
great to get the car off 
the axle stands, which 
it had been sitting on 
since last October . 

I am hoping that by 
the time you read this, 
I will have both painted 
and installed the engine 

and transmission back in the 
chassis and I will have finished 
installing the brake and fuel lines, 
exhaust and the new radiator, 
electric fan and fan eliminator 
kit . I am also contemplating 
a generator to alternator 
conversion . . .so much for my “low 
budget” philosophy . ragtop

by	DaviD	tusHinGHam

Six & Two Three’s – Part 4
restoration

Rebuilt suspension

Before

After

Rear axel & differential in place

The completed rolling chassis

Obviously an auto-MOBILE!
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Type overdrive. The transmission seemed 
to shift smoothly through the gears, so I 
decided to leave the top on the box and 
just invest in a new clutch, pressure plate 
and throw out bearing. A new taper pin 
and cross drilled bolt were installed in the 
cross shaft before the transmission was 
mated to the engine. New rubber mounts 
were installed on the gearbox and engine 
and then the assembly was hoisted back 

into the chassis. Finally, the driveshaft was 
installed as well as the lower front suspen-
sion bump stops and bumper brackets. 
Fuel and brake lines were fitted complet-
ing the chassis reconstruction minus the 
exhaust from the short front pipe back. 

Time to make way for the body. I pushed 
the chassis all the way against the wall 
on one side of the garage and covered it 
with a couple of canvas painters tarps and 

pulled the body rest-
ing on its bunk, more 
towards the center of 
the garage. 

Unlike my TR6 res-
toration, I planned to 
take a more hands on 
approach to repairing 
the rusted and race 
damaged body of the 
3A. I had found a few 
areas of concern as 
I initially inspected 
the car when I pur-
chased it. More came 
to light as I removed 
the interior and found 

the inner sills badly rusted through in the 
footwells. Quite a bit of damage had been 
done to the rear of the car, most of which 
was more evident once the rear wings had 
been removed. In the engine bay, the usual 
suspect area battery box had been heavily 
and poorly fibreglass patched, while the 
front drivers side inner wing was rusting 
badly at the body to chassis mounting lo-
cation. In several places, cage nuts were 
entirely rusted off the car and these will 
need to be replaced in due course. 

Six & Two Three’s 
– Part 5

restoration

by DavID tuShIngham

I am beginning to feel the pressure. It is 
only mid-March, but the snow has melted 
and the sun is shining and it won’t be long 
before I am longing to get my TR6 out of 
Winter storage (if I can remember where it 
is stored, but that’s a whole other story…) 

In order to bring the TR6 home, I need 
to make some space in the garage and get 
the TR3 body back onto its frame. Hence, 
the pressure.

At last I left you, I had just completed 
the chassis and suspension and was get-
ting ready to start working on the engine 
and transmission. The engine is a bit of a 
mystery as I have never heard it run. Ac-
cording to the previous owner, it was run-
ning well “when parked”… , unfortunately 
the car had sat with fuel in the tank, fuel 
lines and carbs for a 6-7 year period and 
had turned to sludge. On a positive note, 
the engine turns over freely with good 
compression. Notes from the previous 
owner indicate that engine has been fitted 
with an oversized piston and liner kit that 
brings the cc up to 2138. Pistons, crank-

shaft and flywheel have all been balanced 
and the head had been shaved to increase 
compression, while the valves have had a 
multi angle treatment.

I resisted the urge to pull the engine 
apart and simply opted for a cosmetic res-
toration. The block is original to the car ac-
cording to my Heritage Certificate and was 
still emblazoned with a hand painted ‘TR3’ 
in red paint just below the exhaust mani-
fold. Apparently, this was done at the fac-
tory in order to keep the TR3 engines from 
going into the saloon cars and vice versa. 
The generator, fan extension, crank pulley, 
timing cover, water pump were all removed 
inspected and overhauled as required. The 
engine block was given a fresh coat of Du-
pli-Color High Heat Engine Enamel. The 
Fan extension was not re-installed and was 
replaced with a Fan Eliminator Kit. I decid-
ed to install a new aluminum radiator that 
is mounted with a SPAL “puller” electric fan 
to handle the cooling. Yes, I definitely went 
against my low budget philosophy with 
this purchase , however I did stick with the 

stock generator and de-
cided against the alterna-
tor upgrade in the end (for 
now anyway)

 The race car came with 
a couple of spares boxes 
and among these spares 
were dozens of different 
needle sizes for the stock 
HS6 SU carburettors. I de-
cided to swap these carbs 
out for Robin’s carbs that 
had been recently rebuilt. I 
may play around with the 
needles a little bit once I 
get the car running. The 
race car had also been fit-
ted with an electric fuel 

pump (AC Brand) that I decided to remove. 
Robin’s stock fuel pump has been re-fitted 
to the block and I will install the electric 
pump as a backup. I also had a decision to 
make whether to install the stock exhaust 
manifold or keep the 4 into 1 header from 
the race car. Robin’s car came with a very 
nice stainless steel exhaust in good con-
dition. During a test fit however, I found 
that it wasn’t going to work as it interfered 
with the rear sway bar that I had previous-
ly installed on the car. Since I didn’t want 
to remove the rear sway bar, I decided to 
go with the header and will most likely in-
vest in a Monza style exhaust to finish the 
system. I did decide to go ahead and wrap 
the header with exhaust wrap to keep the 
heat down in the engine compartment 
and to keep the generator from burning 
up. A new high torque starter has been 
installed as well. 

With the engine completed, I decide to 
move onto the transmission. The transmis-
sion of the race car had been upgraded to 
a TR6 transmission, mated to the original A-

Phone: 416-822-0096 or 905-616-0421
Toll Free: 1-866-532-3630 

Email: maurice@a-professional-appraisal.ca
Web: http://www.a-professional-appraisal.ca

Engine before paint – you can just see the red ‘TR3’ 
painted next to the drain tap After paint with fan eliminator kit installed

Engine & transmission ready to go into chassis

Intake, header & carbs installed
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If you don’t mind paying too much for your 

parts, there is no need to read any further. If 

you would like to buy your parts at the best 

prices in Canada, read on. Drakes’ British 

Motors can supply any part from the Moss 

catalogs at the most reasonable cost to you. 

But, don’t take our word for this. The next 

time you need something, send us an email 

for a quote. We will get right back to you 

with a price. Shipping will cost you a little 

more, but until the HST comes in, there is 

no PST charged. If you can save substan-

tially (20%-25%) why wouldn’t you? 

Many TTC members are already believers. 

Get in touch for a quote – lendrake@shaw.ca 

We are also a Canadian distributor for Dayton Wire Wheels.

1966 Triumph TR4A
new Signal Red paint, no rust or previous damage ap-
parent. Factory ‘Surrey’ top with hard a soft inserts. 
new carpets and interior panels in black with white 
piping. Brakes and suspension rebuilt, new tires and 
chrome dayton wire wheels. Partly rebuilt engine with 
new rings, bearings, oil pump, valves and guides. Rare 
optioned Triumph that a new owner will be proud to 
own, drive, and show. $21,200 

1963 Triumph TR4
A nice no rust california TR4. The car was factory or-
dered with the surrey top option, has a rebuilt over-
drive and new tires. The car has only covered 96K 
miles, and runs and drives great. $20,600

1972 Triumph TR6
A really sharp looking rust free california car. The car 
is a nice driver with new tires, wire wheel hubs, and 
the SU carb conversion kit fitted. $12,400

Drakes’ British Motors Inc. 
(250)763-0883 Ph., (250)861-8051 Fax, email lendrake@shaw.ca

2286 K.L.O. Road, Kelowna, B.C., V1W 3Z7
WWW.DRAKESBRITISHMOTORS.COM

Y O U  PA I D  H O W  M U C H  ?

www.BritishWiring.com

British Wiring Inc. BW

Toll Free: 866-461-9050
Fax: 610-845-3518
email: BritishWiring@Ameritech.net

P.O. Box 185
617 Walnut St.

Bally, PA 19503

Suppliers of Wiring Harnesses, Wire, Terminals & Sundries
for British Classic Cars and Motorcycles

Auto Collision speCiAlists
214 Rutherford Road, South
Brampton, Ontario, L6W 3J6 

Web: www.bodyworksauto.com

Contact: Robert Ciardullo  Tel: 905-453-1932  Fax: 905-453-1937  
Cell: 905-867-1760  Email: bodyworks@bellnet.ca

In order the tackle this sheet metal 
work, I was going to have to learn to weld. 
In order to learn, I had to buy a welder first. 
I decided on a small Lincoln 140 MIG weld-
er that I purchased new from eBay. It had 
been sitting in my living room (another 
end table!) for several months waiting for 
completion of the chassis. During this time, 
I had read many books on MIG welding and 
watched many videos and my confidence 
was growing a bit more. I still have the 
body tub and panels from Robin’s car in the 
garage. The reason for this is twofold. One, 
I thought that I may be in need of a metal 
patch here and there and two, it would be 
an excellent candidate for me to practice 
my welding skills before attempting re-
pairs on the real thing! After a few weeks 
of practicing, I finally got up the nerve 
and cut out my first bits of rusty metal on 
the rear passenger side body mount and 
welded in a new patch panel. A little rough 
with a few holes blown through the thin 
sheet metal but in the end , it looks much 
better and is much stronger than the fibre-
glass patch that had been applied there. 
Next, a repair section was welded into the 

trunk and a new patch was 
fashioned and plug welded 
into the passenger side tail 
light mounting location. My 
welding skills are getting 
better and my confidence 
is growing with each repair 
that is successfully made. 
The rusted out inner sills will 
be my final welding project 
as I am working up to tackle 
welding in more confined 
and awkward spaces.

In order to get an idea 
of the general condition of 
the exterior body panels, I 
have begun stripping them 
of paint, primer and Bondo in order to get 
down to the bare metal. To do this, I have 
been using a combination of aircraft strip-
per and sanding. The car is beginning to 
look like something out of ‘Back to the Fu-
ture’ at this point… all I need now is a Flux 
Capacitor!

I am sure it will be several more weeks of 
welding and stripping before I finally turn 
the corner and start on the priming and 

painting. The plan is to finish the bottom 
and interior painting of the tub at home 
before sending it out to get it painted pro-
fessionally. At some point, I will finally have 
to decide on a colour. Each week I change 
my mind and think about a new colour 
combination that would work well. I think I 
have it narrowed down to three… I am not 
going to tell you, you will just have to wait 
and see! ragtop

New aluminum rad with puller fan




